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The Colossal Colon

Imagine yourself exploring a 40-
foot-long replica of the human
colon, discovering the various
medical conditions to which its
susceptible.

Thanks to the Colossal Colon, which has visited
over 75 cities in Canada and the US since
2002, thats exactly what thousands of North
Americans have been doing.

Modeled after real colonoscopy footage, Coco
(asthe Colossal Colonisa ectionately known)is
the creation of Molly McMaster, a 27-year-old
colon cancer survivor. On the Today show in
November 2001, Katie Couric told Molly that if
she came up with something crazy for National
Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month in March,

the show would cover it. The wheels started
turning, and one day in the shower Molly came
up with the idea of the Colossal Colon.

Visitors who crawl through the four-foot-wide
colon or look through the viewing windows will
get a glimpse of healthy colon tissue, Crohns
disease, diverticulosis, ulcerative colitis, polyps
and various stages of colon cancer.

Adapted from www.colossalcolon.com

What should Joe do? What would you do?

For a guy whos 55, | feel I m pretty
t. Apart from the occasional u
bug, | ve never had any notable
health problems. A few months
ago, | started to notice a trace
of blood surrounding my stools
every now and then, but since |
wasn t experiencing any pain, | just
ignored it.
Eventually, | mentioned the matter to a couple
of friends. They thought the blood was likely
related to hemorrhoids, but one of them threw

me a curveball: Have you considered the
possibility of bowel cancer?

| booked an appointment with my physician,
who discovered no signs of hemorrhoids.
So, based on my symptoms and my age, he
suggested a colonoscopy to rule out the
possibility of a mass. Although the thought
of a colonoscopy was unsettling, | decided

Joe’s story is based on an actual patient experience.

i

| needed to know. Now. Unfortunately, my
doctor said thered be a considerable wait for
a colonoscopy.
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